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Argentina's presidential elections will take place May 14, 1995, and opponents of President Carlos
Saul Menem have already begun maneuvering to challenge the president's bid for reelection.
Although Menem, of the Partido Justicialista (Peronista), engineered a constitutional change
allowing him to run again (NotiSur, Sept. 2, 1994), his popularity has dropped substantially, giving
opposition parties hope of defeating him.
So far, Menem is the only declared candidate in the elections. Nevertheless, after the government
officially announced next year's election date on Aug. 18, a scramble began among the country's
opposition parties to name presidential candidates and negotiate alliances. If the parties form
alliances, they must register their coalitions by March 14 and finalize their list of candidates by
March 25. An August meeting among dissident Justicialista Senator Jose Octavio Bordon, Federico
Storani of the Union Civica Radical (UCR), and Carlos "Chacho" Alvarez of the Frente Grande
(FG) laid the groundwork for a coordinated effort to defeat Menem. The three discussed a common
strategy but stopped short of moving toward a political alliance, although they did not discount that
possibility if the presidential elections go to a runoff.
The new Constitution stipulates that a runoff must be held if no candidate receives more than 45%
of the votes on the first ballot. The field of potential presidential candidates is narrowing, although
formal appointments must yet be announced. The opposition UCR, headed by former president
Raul Alfonsin, was expected to run Eduardo Angeloz, governor of Cordova. However, in a surprise
announcement on Sept. 7, Angeloz "irrevocably" withdrew his name, citing a lack of "internal
cohesion" and "ideological confusion" within the party. The decision threw the party into disarray,
because Angeloz had the best chance of bringing unity to the party and waging a strong campaign
against Menem. In last April's constituent assembly elections, the UCR's overall showing dropped
from the 30.9% that they had in the previous national election to 20%. The party has been torn by
intense internal debate since Alfonsin's pact last December with Menem to support constitutional
reforms.
Meanwhile, the crisis within the UCR has increased the electoral chances of the country's third
political force, the FG. The FG was organized by dissident Justicialistas and small left-center parties
and emerged as a strong political force in the constituent assembly elections, in which they did
surprisingly well. Although the group has yet to name a candidate, FG leader and Buenos Aires
deputy Alvarez is a strong challenger to Menem in the polls. Still, Alvarez's candidacy is being
internally contested by filmmaker Fernando Pino Solanas. The two differ on economic issues, with
Alvarez supporting "adjustments" to the government economic stabilization plan through greater
social spending, and Solanas calling for a more radical change in the economic model.
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On Sept. 6, Alvarez's faction within the FG presented an alternative economic model, which critics
called merely a "touch-up" to the neoliberal policies of the Menem administration. In late August,
meanwhile, Senator Bordon resigned from the Justicialistas to join forces with Alvarez in the FG
rather than challenge Menem for the Justicialista nomination. Bordon differed with Menem over his
economic policies and has criticized alleged corruption within the executive. His defection is seen
by analysts as enhancing the FG's chances. Within the Justicialista party, the maneuvering centers
on the choice of Menem's running mate. Names frequently mentioned include Senator Antonio
Cafiero, and governors Ramon Ortega of Tucuman and Carlos Reutemann of Santa Fe. Economy
Minister Domingo Cavallo, whose name has also been raised as a possible running mate, said on
Aug. 28 that he had never proposed running, nor had the spot been offered him.
Menem said on Aug. 30 the matter would be decided in a party primary election in March 1995.
Menem's running mate in 1989 was Eduardo Duhalde, who resigned shortly after the election to run
for governor of Buenos Aires. He is now trying to change the state constitution to pave the way for
his reelection as governor. Menem is facing an uphill battle in his bid for reelection. His popularity
has dropped considerably in recent months and is now at its lowest point in the three years of
his presidency. According to the Gallup polling firm, between April and July Menem's personal
approval rating dropped from 42% to 32%. The overall rating of his administration also dropped
from 38% to 27%. At the end of August, the consulting firm Julio Aurelio conducted a poll on voter
preference if presidential elections were held now. The results gave Menem 36% support, Alvarez
24%, and Angeloz 21%.
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